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C O M M U N I T Y  H E L P E R S  V I S I T  P R E S C H O O L

What would you like to be when you grow up? 
It can be fun to hear the children’s responses 

to this question! These are some of the answers our 
preschool children gave: a 
teacher, a princess, a foot-
ball player, a zoo keeper, a 
ballerina, an artist, a chef, a 
forest ranger, and an animal 
rescue worker – some great 
ideas!  

During the first week of 
February, the kids at our 
preschool had the opportu-
nity to learn about different 
jobs that help people in our 
community. We invited a 
nurse, two police officers, 
and an airline pilot to come 
into our classroom to share 
stories and items from their 
daily work. These workers 
are friends of the teachers or 
parents of our preschoolers, 
and they enjoyed coming 
into the classroom of their 
own children and meeting 
their children’s friends.  

Mrs. Christie Konior, a cardiac nurse at Palos Health, 
was our first visitor. She wore her nurse’s scrubs and 
her hospital name badge that she uses for identifica-
tion and entrance privileges. She brought in some 
x-ray photos, a leg cast, and her stethoscope and 
talked about how she uses these things to help peo-
ple who are hurting from a broken bone or whose 
hearts are sick. She also talked about ways she helps 
people to stay healthy. After reading us some stories 
about children in hospitals, she went around the 
circle and let each child listen to his/her own heart 
with her stethoscope. We were surprised at how 

loud it sounded in our ears! Each child made a mini 
doctor kit filled with cotton balls, tongue depressors, 
and band aids to take home.  

The police officers that came 
to visit were Officer Ben DeY-
oung of the Chicago Police 
Department and Illinois State 
Patrolman Andy Dykstra. 
They each came in wearing 
their uniforms with official 
badges and hats, and they 
showed us many of the tools 
they use – batons, flashlights, 
handcuffs, and two-way 
radios. It was interesting to 
hear how they communicate 
with other police officers and 
keep us safe by writing tick-
ets for speeders and stop-
ping criminals. One of the of-
ficers also demonstrated the 
proper way to sit in your car 
seat and wear your seat belt. 
Each child made a personal 
police badge to wear home 
and some of the children 

painted a paper plate police car with shapes for 
wheels, windows, a siren, and a star decal.  

Southwest Airlines pilot Mr. Joe Cofran came to 
school to help us learn about his work. Before we 
listened to his presentation, we each got a “pretend” 
passport with our picture on it. We lined up as if we 
were boarding an airplane and showed our teach-
ers our cards for identification. Then we high-fived 
the pilot on our way to our seats! Pilot Joe told us 
how he had to go to school to learn how to fly an 
airplane safely, and we were surprised to see all the 
buttons and levers in the flight deck of an airplane. 

“I can hear my own heart beating!”

An x-ray can show us if you have any broken 
bones. 

Continued on page 4
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‘PRESCHOOL COMMUNITY HELPERS’ continued from page 3

He also showed us photographs of the things he gets to 
see as he flies an airplane – the mountains, the rivers, and 
the cities below! He loves his job as a pilot. We learned 
that there are many other jobs at an airport, such as flight 
attendants, ticket gate attendants, luggage handlers, and 
security workers.  We made mini airplanes out of paper 
and attached them to straws so we could blow through the 
straw and make the airplane fly around our classroom.  

After enjoying the presentations, the children started saying 
they may want to be nurses, police officers, or airline pilots 
when they grow up. The community workers that came to 
visit us did a great job!     

The annual preschool open houses with opportu-
nities to register were held on January 27 and 29 
this year.  We had a wonderful time hosting about 
30 families and giving tours of our facilities. It was 
a blessing to meet new children and their parents 
and share with them the details of a typical day 
for a child who attends our preschool. Many com-
ments were heard about the beauty of our facilities 
and the strengths of our program!  

We were blessed to receive a good number of 
registrations for next fall.  Our classes are about 

half filled at this time, and more inquiries about 
our program by phone and e-mail are coming in.   
Many of the visitors who came said they have a 
personal recommendation from a church member 
or a friend that has attended in the past.  Please 
continue to share the good news about our pre-
school where children can learn about our great 
God and His love for us!  Brochures are available 
around the church and our church website is a 
great source of information.  

“Always buckle up with the strap crossing in 
front of your shoulder.”

A police officer’s badge has his personal  
number on it. 

“My dad is an airplane pilot!”

S U C C E S S F U L  P R E S C H O O L  O P E N  H O U S E S  A N D  R E G I S T R AT I O N S


