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“ D A D  &  M E  N I G H T ”  AT  O R L A N D  PA R K  C H R I S T I A N  P R E S C H O O L

On Thursday evening, March 14, forty-two pre-
school children and their dads or grandpas 

came together in our church building to enjoy 
Orland Park Christian Pre-
school’s annual “Dad & Me 
Night.” The beaming faces 
of the children as they came 
in told the story of how 
great it is to have your dad 
or grandpa all to yourself 
for a few hours so that you 
can bring him to visit and 
play games at your school!  
The excitement level was 
pretty high when they first 
came in and it stayed high 
all throughout the evening.  
Most of the children’s en-
ergy outlasted the energy of 
the adults!

The first thing each pre-
schooler did as they entered 
the building with Dad/
Grandpa was to pose to-
gether at our patriotic photo 
booth. Some of these pho-
tos accompany this article 
(see page 5). After opening 
with prayer to thank our 
Father in heaven for our 
dads and our children, the 
fun and games began. There 
were eight teams of players 
and four different games  
to play.  

The traditional game of 
bean-bag toss provided opportunity for some fierce 
competition between child/adult family pairs. One 
of the children put a bag in the hole to come from 

behind and give his team the victory on the last 
shot! He was still beaming about it the next morning!  

The balloon games station 
was well-liked with an under/
over game of passing bal-
loons from player to player 
either between the legs or 
over the heads. Then a rous-
ing game of balloon volley-
ball kept everyone involved 
with home-made paper-plate 
paddles and many balloons 
to hit back and forth over 
the net set up in the church 
lobby.   

The scooter race was lots of 
fun as first the dads pushed 
the children across the gym 
on scooters, and then the 
children switched places and 
gave their dads a ride by 
pushing them back across 
the gym on the scooters.  
Lots of giggles were shared 
as dads tried to keep from 
toppling over onto the floor!

The obstacle course set up in 
the gym was fun too, be-
cause each child could race 
against his or her own dad or 
grandpa. The course includ-
ed crawling through a tun-
nel, hop-scotching through a 
row of hula hoops, crawling 
under a rope, climbing up 

and down a ladder, and running zig-zag  
style around cones back to the starting line!   

Lukas is racing through the obstacle course!  
Dad is not far behind. 

Some dads got pretty creative in the scooter race!

Paddling the balloons over the net was a hit!
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Amazingly, each child 
successfully finished the 
obstacle course faster 
than his/her dad. Everyone 
showed great sportsman-
ship throughout the  
evening! 

Once the games finished, 
it was time for make-your-
own ice cream sundaes. 
The whole evening pro-
vided lots of time to get re-
acquainted with old friends 
and meet new friends too.    

Most of the staff at Orland 
Park Christian Preschool 
(Ruth Baas, Lisa  
Cavanaugh, Brenda Harms, 
Cindy Schipma, and Barb 
Vree) enjoyed sharing 
such a fun night with the 
children and their dads. 

We are grateful to Ella Schipma for coming to share the evening with us, 
pitching in to help run games, take photos, serve ice cream, and clean up. 
We also appreciate the following members of the Orland Park Christian 
Preschool Board who came out to help and enjoy the evening with us: 
Bryan Boersma, Kellie Damstra, and Jake Nydam.  

We thank God for the opportunity to work with the preschool children and 
their families. We pray that the ministry that is provided will be a blessing 
that helps the children grow in their love for learning and also provides 
the opportunity for children and their families to grow in a faith that loves 
their heavenly Father. To God be the glory!

The traditional bean bag toss is always serious 
competition!

SAVE THE DATE 
FOR SUMMER VBS!
JUNE 11-15, 2018 
9:00 AM–11:45 AM

Roar VBS is coming! 
Kids Pre-K (potty-trained 
please) through 6th 
grade will discover that 
God is good even when 
life gets wild! 

Online registration will 
begin May 17, so watch 
your bulletin and our 
church website for  
details. 

Also, please prayerfully 
consider volunteering at 
this year’s VBS. Look for 
a volunteer form in your 
church mailbox soon! If 
you have any questions 
or are interested in  
volunteering, please con-
tact one of the following 
committee members: 

Kim Hospes, Sue Damstra, 
Laura Visser, Nicole Stoub, 
Debra Doorn, and  
Kristie Voss.
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