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Mark Your Calendars for 
This Summer’s VBS!
J U N E  1 2 - 1 6 ,  2 0 1 7     6 : 0 0 - 8 : 0 0  P M

Your children (Preschool-6th grade) will have an 
awesome time at this year’s 2017 VBS where curious 

kids become hands-on inventors who discover they’re 
lovingly crafted by God! This year, VBS will be in the 
evenings! Also, we’ve opened up registration to accept 
preschoolers this year. Registration will begin 
online on May 12.

Please prayerfully consider volunteering 
during VBS this year! If you are interested, 
please fill out a volunteer form (found in your 
mailslot) or contact one of the committee members:
Sarah Campbell, Jenny Harris, Kim Hospes, Becky 
Schaafsma, Laura Visser, and Heather Yonker



May 7: GEMS Local
This offering goes directly to our GEMS club here at Orland Park 
Church. Girls are active, imaginative, and unique. They are passion-
ate! And GEMS offers them the perfect place to learn and grow as 
they discover who God created them to be. Clubs are offered in local 
churches and Christian organizations throughout the U.S. and  
Canada. Their mission is to bring girls everywhere into a living,  
dynamic relationship with Jesus Christ.

May 14: World Renew Maternal and Child Health   
www.worldrenew.net
Hundreds of thousands of women die during pregnancy or childbirth 
every year, and nearly nine million children die before reaching the 
age of five. Many of these deaths can be prevented through communi-
ty-based health promotion, education and nutrition programs. World 
Renew, together with partner organizations, trains volunteer health 
workers and birth attendants, community leaders, and community 
participants in safe delivery practices, breastfeeding, proper nutrition, 
immunizations, disease prevention and addresses harmful traditional 
practices. Working directly with new mothers, health facilities, and 
the community improves the health of children and their mothers in 
remote areas of many developing countries.    

May 21: Journey Life and Pregnancy Hub 
www.journeyhub.com
Journey Pregnancy Hub is an organization serving young women and 
families in Will County through free pregnancy support, baby, mom 
and apparel items. Their mission is to care for the whole person; by 
guiding them on a safe journey to Family, Purpose, & Wholeness. Ser-
vices they provide include counseling, emotional care, baby supplies 
through 4 years old, pregnancy and family needs, on-going mentor-
ing, life coaching, and life skills. Their ‘hub’, which is an inviting place 
to enjoy coffee, goodies, and company, is located in Mokena, IL. 

May 28: Back to God Ministries International   
www.backtogod.net
 Back to God Ministries International proclaims the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ throughout the world, using media that effectively commu-
nicates Christ in the “heart language” of those in need of salvation 
and discipleship. For more than 70 years, Back to God Ministries 
International has used media to fulfill Christ’s Great Commission to 
preach the Gospel and disciple believers. As the media ministry of the 
Christian Reformed Church of North America, Back to God Minis-
tries International partners with other churches in North America 
and around the world to announce God’s good news.  

Deacons’ Corner
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S P E A K I N G  T H E  T R U T H
As Christians, we have been entrusted 
with the Gospel, to share the good 
news of Jesus Christ. We are living in 
a world that is obviously sinful, but 
unfortunately Satan is also trying to 
deceive the Christian world as well. 

There’s this narrative that the Bible is 
unreliable to today’s culture, so in turn 
we’ve slowly changed the meaning of 
scripture to sound more appealing to 
the non-Christians (and even to the 
Christians). We’ve begun to make God 
out to be only a God of love and begin 
to forget He is a God of wrath and jus-
tice. So we give people the impression 
that everything will be fine; God will 
accept them into heaven regardless of 
what they do – they don’t have to do 
anything, not even ask for forgiveness. 

We must, as professing Christians, 
speak the truth even if it is difficult. 
We have been blessed with the full 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior and 
we MUST tell the world of His love and 
redemption. It isn’t always easy, but, 
as we all know, anything in life worth 
having is worth working hard for! We 
are talking about people’s eternal 
lives, and God has commanded us to 
disciple and teach others about who 
He really is! 

Please pray that God will give opportu-
nities in our daily lives to respectfully 
share the gospel.

STEWARDSHIP



Preschool News
-Ruth Baas, Director

POLICE OFFICER VISITS PRESCHOOL  

The preschoolers at Orland Park Christian Preschool 
spent the last week of March learning about helpers that 
work in our community. After spending a day learning 
that we are all in community together, the community 

helpers we focused 
on were postal work-
ers, police officers, 
and restaurant cooks. 
The extended day 
class was able to 
enjoy a visit from a 
Chicago police of-
ficer who is a mem-
ber of Orland Park 
Christian Reformed Church. Officer Ben came to our school on his day off 
and told us about his job. He also gave us some safety tips that he has learned. 
The children were given the opportunity to ask him questions. They were 
very interested in his badge and his hat.  

FIELD TRIP TO BEGGAR’S PIZZA  

To get a close up look at what a restaurant cook does, the preschool children took a field trip to Beggar’s Pizza in 
Orland Park. The cook showed us how to roll and stretch the dough, and everyone got the opportunity to use the 
pizza poker to make holes in the dough.  After watching the cook add sauce and cheese, we were all treated to an 
individual cheese pizza.  YUM!

Continued on page 4 3



Preschool News
WELCOME SPRING!  

After having a week off for Spring Break, the children came 
back to enjoy learning about the season of Spring and some 
of the beautiful things that God has created for this time of 
year – flowers, birds, butterflies, baby chicks, and of course, 
the wonderful news that Jesus is alive at Easter! One of the real 
hands-on lessons that we enjoyed was taking a walk outside to 
see the tulips that are blooming all around Orland Park Church.  
Remember when we planted those bulbs in the flower beds last 
Fall?  Now we have beautiful colored tulips growing all around 
the church!  God’s creation is beautiful!  We enjoyed making 
colorful crafts of birds in a tree and butterflies.  Another great 
experience that is always a favorite memory of the preschool 
children is our classroom incubator where we have 24 fertile 
chicken eggs keeping warm, slowly turning on a tray, and wait-
ing 21 days to hatch. We made a countdown calendar so we can 
keep track of the 21 days. It will be so much fun to have real 
baby chicks in our school after they hatch from their eggs on 
about May 8 or 9!  The best thing we learned this Spring is our 
Bible stories about Jesus and his suffering, death, and resurrec-
tion.  We praise God that “Jesus is Alive!”    

Orland Park Christian Preschool is a busy place with many 
opportunities for 50 children to explore and learn about God’s 
beautiful world. We thank God for the opportunity to bring His 
Word and the message of His love to these children and their 
families. Thank you to the many members, staff, and pastors at 
Orland Park Christian Reformed Church who pray for us and 
support us!
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Library 

Hike for Life: Saturday, June 10

While cleaning and packing the library 
in preparation for remodeling, one of the 
things we found were some pictures taken 
by Mary Beth Bootsma chronicling early 
days of the OPCRC library.   At that time 
the library shared space with the cassette 
ministry as well as with the church office 
for several years in what is now a storage 
room next to the Prayer Room.  These 
pictures were taken in 1986.  Things have 
certainly changed for all 3 of these entities since then!  

But this also highlights the dedication of members of this congregation to both the library and to the AV/Tape 
Ministry.  Some of the people who were serving in 1986 are still serving in 2017 and others who are now serving 
have joined these ministries during the intervening years. Regardless, both ministries are still very active and vi-
able ministries, serving both members of the congregation and others as well.  

The PASS (Pregnancy Aid South Suburbs) Network for 
Life is having their annual “Hike for Life” on Saturday, 
June 10.  This is a great opportunity for us to come 
together as a community to support PASS.  PASS is a 
ministry that works to save and restore the precious 
gift of life.  You can be a part of sharing the life-affirm-
ing Gospel of Jesus Christ.  You can come hike - regis-
tration begins at 8am.  There are sponsor sheets at the 

information desk or you can go to www.helppass.org  
The hike will take place in Frankfort at the Old Plank 
Trail.  Parking and registration will be at the Peace 
Community Church located at 21300 S. LaGrange Rd.  
If you are unable to attend the hike, but would like to 
sponsor a hiker, please see Grace Kamp or Mary Vos 
and we would be happy to accept your donation to 
PASS.  Thanks so much.

-Peggy Mollema
D O  Y O U  R E M E M B E R ?
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Orland Park Church Family News

THEIR 70TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

SATURDAY, MAY 20    |    1:30–4:00 PM
AT PALOS HEIGHTS CRC: 7059 W 127TH STREET, PALOS HEIGHTS, IL

ALL ARE INVITED TO AN OPEN HOUSE
TO CELEBRATE WITH

MARVIN & PEARL VIS

Look for a collection box in the gym beginning May 14!

Orland Park CRC is partnering with Elim Christian Services to
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Orland Park Church Family News
T H A N K  Y O U ,  O R L A N D  P A R K  C H U R C H ! Happy Birthday

Louise Van Lonkhuyzen 
96 years 
May 1

Mary Lou Bos 
80 years 
May 3

Camille Dykstra 
80 years 
May 13

Carolyn Van Hal 
85 years 
May 18

Bettie Triezenberg 
81 years 
May 24

Fred DeRuiter 
83 years 
May 29

Pearl Vis 
90 years 
May 30

Fred Huizinga 
81 years 
May 31

We sure appreciate the many remembrances for our 60th wedding anniversary. 
We thank the Lord for these years of blessings! 
-Ray and Betty Kerkstra 

Arlene and I thank everyone at OPCRC for their prayers, concerns, calls, visits, 
and cards following my knee surgery. The church family is so encouraging, warm, 
and inspiring when times of need come up like this. Keep it up showing such love 
& kindness.  
-Gerry De Horn

Thank you, dear church family members, for all your good wishes and prayers 
lifted up to the Lord for my continued healing after undergoing a valve proce-
dure. We are so blessed to have you all as dear friends in Christ. God bless!  
-Hank and Mary Lou Bos

SUNDAY EVENING, MAY 28  |  6:00 PM

AT ORLAND PARK CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 

WITH ORLAND PARK CRC,  
PALOS CRC, AND IMMANUEL CRC

[  COMBINED SERVICE  ]



Orland Park Church Family News
Happy Anniversary

Robert and Carol Ettema 
May 6 
57 years

Todd and Leanne De Koning 
May 9 
30 years

Kyle and Heather Yonker 
May 12 
10 years

Martin and Grace Dorn 
May 14 
57 years

Marvin and Pearl Vis 
May 16 
70 years

John and Carol DeBoer 
May 21 
52 years

Tony and Debbie Niedospial 
May 22 
15 years

Bob and Bettie Triezenberg 
May 23 
59 years

Harold and Elsie Van Drie 
May 25 
61 years

Bob and Beth Workman 
May 28 
35 years

Rich and Carol Brouwer 
May 29 
53 years

Bert and Lori Kamp 
May 30 
30 years 7

We rejoice with Jacob and  Hilary Nydam, who welcomed a baby girl, Joy Ruth, into 
their family on April 12.   

C O N G R A T S !

S Y M P A T H I E S

We express our Christian sympathy to:

The family of William “Bill” Loerop, who passed away on April 12. We ex-
press our deepest sympathy to his wife, Betty, to his children, Steve and Kellie 
Loerop and John and Tanya Loerop, to his brother and sister-in-law, Hank and 
Maureen Loerop, to his sister and brother-in-law, Ruth and Don Huisenga, 
and to the rest of the members of the family.   

Bob Bulthuis as he mourns the loss of his brother, Ed Bulthuis, who passed 
away earlier this month.  

Len Bruinius and Pearl Vis and their families as they mourn the loss of their 
brother-in-law, Bill Meyer, who passed away in Indianapolis on March 31.  

Kim and Joe Kuster as they mourn the loss of Kim’s father, Ralph Richards, 
who passed away on  March 25.

Jim Boerema 

Diane Brouwer 

Dan Davis 

Laurie Douma  

Bob Hofstra 

Ruth Jacobsma 

Dorothy King 

Laura Krooswyk 

Marty Kuiken 

Clair Laning 

Dorothy Schaaf 

George Schaaf 

Karen Schultz 

Al Siegers 

Art Sluis 

Cindy Speelman 

Bettie Triezenberg 

Pearl Vis 

Ruth Waterlander 

Jacob Wishnew

P R A Y E R  R E Q U E S T S

Please remember these people in prayer who are recovering from recent hospital-
izations, who are shut-ins, or who are dealing with other health problems. 

To request prayer or give thanks for answered prayers, please send your request by 
email to prayer@opcrc.org or contact the church office at (708) 532-4900.
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MAY 2017
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast – 6:30 am

Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast – 6:30 am

Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast – 6:30 am

Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast – 6:30 am

Youth Group 
LOFT  7:00 pm

MOTHER’S DAY

KIDS  
KONNECTIONS 
CELEBRATION 
SUNDAY

DISABILITY 
AWARENESS 
SUNDAY
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Submissions for the June 2017 issue 
of the Outlook are due on Sunday, 
May 14. Please send to Denise 
Vander Plaats at denise@opcrc.org 
or drop off in the office.

Admin Elders   
7:00 pm
Council Mtg 7:30

Shepherding 
Elders/Deacons 
Meeting 8:00 pm

Mission  
Committee 4:30

Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast – 6:30 am

Car Ministry
7:00 pm

Education  
Committee 
7:00pm

Admin Elders 
7:00 pm

Preschool Trike-a-Thon

God’s Posse Laser 
Tag 7:00 pm offsite

Youth Group Color 
Adventure Games 
6:00 pm 

VBS Registration 
Begins!  
orlandchurch.com

Preschool  
Graduation  
10:00 am

Coffee & Comfort  
1:00 pm

MEMORIAL 
DAY 
(Office Closed)

Coffee Time With 
Pastor Derek  
(Victorian Village) 
9:00 am

God’s Posse Topic 
Night  7:00 pm


