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VBS Week a Huge Success! 
T O N S  O F  K I D S  T U R N E D  O U T  F O R  A  G R E A T  W E E K 
L E A R N I N G  A B O U T  J E S U S

Orland Park Church’s Everest VBS was a week full of fun, as always! Over 130 kids 
joined us as we learned about God’s Word in exciting and unique ways! The kids 

had a blast during their daily visits from Ian (Pastor Derek) and Pastor 
Dan, who kept the kids engaged in the daily 

Bible lessons. 

Each evening, from Monday 
through Thursday, each crew 
full of kids rotated to different 
stations, including group wor-
ship time, Bible stories, games, 
crafts, and snack time. They had 
fun signing their names on each 
other’s shirts – an OPCRC VBS 
tradition. Kids also enjoyed meet-
ing new people and making new 
friends. On Thursday, the children 
were told the story of Jesus’s sac-
rifice for us on the cross, and they 

were encouraged to ask Jesus to be their savior. What a privilege it was to have the 
opportunity to bring the Good News of Jesus to these children! On Friday night, the 
week concluded with a program and ice cream social for the kids and parents.

Of course, the week could not have gone smoothly without the help of all the  
dedicated volunteers – 85 people came to help this week! Whether serving in the 
nursery, kitchen, audio/visual team, as a crew leaders or helpers, door greeters,  
assistants in games, teachers for the Bible lessons, leaders for worship time, or craft 
leaders and assistants, all our volunteers gave generously of their time and shared 
God’s love with the kids all week. A special thanks goes to the following committee 
members, who have been working tirelessly for months planning out all the details, 
large and small, that make our VBS great each year: Sarah Campbell, Jenny Harris, 
Kim Hospes, Becky Schaafsma, Laura Visser, and Heather Yonker. Thank you to all 
our awesome volunteers!



2

July 2: Combined Service at Palos CRC

July 9: Elim Christian Services  |   elimcs.org
Elim is a Christ-centered community that recognizes the 
God-given value and purpose of each person, and is com-
mitted to learning and to sharing its expertise wherever God 
calls. Each day, hundreds of people and their families turn 
to Elim for life-changing services on one of Elim’s campuses 
and through partnerships with over 20 Christian ministry 
and school partners in four different states and seven different 
countries.

July 16: Christian Schools International   |  csionline.org
Christian Schools International (CSI) advances Christian edu-
cation and supports schools in their task of teaching students 
to know God and his world and to glorify him through obedi-
ent service. Founded in 1920, CSI was the first educational 
services organization to be established in North America and 
has been the leader in Christian education for almost a century. 
CSI’s worldview is firmly rooted in scripture and in a reformed 
tradition of Christian theology. 

July 23: Childrens Hunger Fund    |  chfus.org 
Children’s Hunger Fund (CHF) has practiced Gospel-cen-
tered mercy ministry for twenty five years. Since 1991, 99% of 
CHF’s total contributions – over 1 billion dollars in food and 
other aid – have been distributed through programs serving 
more than 20 million children across America and around the 
world. They declare the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
as their first priority. Children’s Hunger Fund unites their 
God-given gifts and resources for gospel proclamation.

July 30: PASS   |  pass-networkofcare.org 
Pregnancy Aid South Suburbs (PASS) has served individu-
als in unplanned pregnancy situations since 1983. Beyond 
services and care, PASS has provided tangible items such as 
diapers, car seats, formula, baby food, infant clothing, ma-
ternity clothing and other items to thousands of families in 
need. PASS annually teaches Abstinence before Marriage and 
Faithfulness in Marriage to over 15,000 students and provides 
a highly effective post-abortion healing program.

Deacons’ Corner
J U LY  O F F E R I N G  S C H E D U L E

S U N ,  R A I N ,  A N D  L O V E  F O R 
E V E R YO N E

Scripture Reading: Matthew 5:43-48 

He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, 
and sends rain on the righteous and the unrigh-
teous.  
-Matthew 5:45 

We welcomed the rain after the first sunny, hot 
days of late spring. The tender young plants in 
our garden had begun to wilt. Sprinkling had 
helped, but as any gardener knows, there’s 
nothing like rain from the ¬heavens. So we were 
grateful for the soaking rain from our heavenly 
Father.

Everyone around us received rain—even people 
who speak of “Mother Nature” or express no 
gratitude to the Father for raining his blessings 
on them. I sometimes wonder about this. Maybe 
you do too. My wife and I did our best to teach 
our children to say thank you for the gifts they 
received. (When they did not give thanks, I was 
tempted to withhold gifts the next time around.)

Our verse for today has been quoted across the 
centuries in theological debates. This lesson 
from God’s garden demonstrates the heavenly 
Father’s providence to all his undeserving chil-
dren—“the evil and the good.” And the lesson 
goes further. God’s grateful children are to show 
heavenly love to “ene¬mies” such as betrayers, 
cheats, and persecutors.

For this work of love, I recommend beginning 
the day with prayer for how you can shine God’s 
warmth and goodness into the lives of friends 
and enemies alike. And throughout the day, pray 
that all your neighbors will come to know the 
Father through Jesus, the Son.

Father in heaven, thank you for sunshine and 
rain. As I receive your gifts, remind me that they 
are for sharing and reflecting your perfect love 
with others. In Jesus, Amen. 

-CRC Devotions online  www.crcna.org/resources

STEWARDSHIP



Graduation Day at OPC Preschool
-Ruth Baas, Director

T he 2016-2017 preschool year came to a close on 
May 17.  Many family members and friends gath-

ered in the gym at Orland Park Christian Reformed 
Church to celebrate all 49 of our preschoolers as they 
performed a spring program titled “Colors of the Rain-
bow!” After the main program, a graduation ceremony 
was held for the 24 children in the four-year-old class.   

The children did a wonderful job of performing songs 
that they learned throughout the year, highlighting the 
colors that God created and celebrating that the rain-
bow is a symbol of God’s love for us. Each child had 
the opportunity to hold up a sign that coordinated with 
colors – red hearts, orange butterflies, yellow sunshine, 
green/blue models of our world, and purple flowers – 
and then sing along with songs about these items.  A 
favorite song, “Rise and Shine and Give God the Glory, 
Glory” told the Bible story of Noah and the flood. The 
children learned that we remember God’s love and care 
for Noah and the animals, and we also know that God 
loves us very much today.  The rainbow is a sign to help 
us remember God’s love!  

At the close of our program, the students from our  
Monday/Wednesday/Friday class graduated from  
preschool. They proudly wore their graduation hats  
and received their diplomas! We congratulate Clara 
Boersma, Colin Bolhuis, Wyatt Bonarigo, Jayde  
Bruinius, Nicholas Bulanda, Cohen Damstra, Evan  
DeRuiter, Kennedy Gordon, Judah Heitman, James 
Hermann, Elisabeth Hippenhammer, Emily Hospes, 

Evelyn Kargol, Maggie Loerop, Finnegan Loughry,  
Ryder Minetti, Jayden Ohlendorf, Delaney Solle, Ain-
sley Stoub, Skylar Szczepaniak, Zachary Van Dyk, 
Brooklyn Van Gameron, Faith Visser, and Maci Wilson. 
Please join us in praying for them, that the seeds of 
faith in our God and His love and the love of learning 
that have been planted in their hearts will grow and ma-
ture through the years. We also pray that their families 
will continue to remember the love of Jesus that was 
introduced to them as their children attended Orland 
Park Christian Preschool.  

We want to express our appreciation to many people 
who helped to make our preschool year a success. 
Thank you to Denise Vander Plaats and Ryan Brouwer 
for their help with our audio/visual needs at the pro-
gram. Each family received a DVD of the program to 
take home that same day! Thank you to Bob Deckinga 
and Rick Schultz for the extra work they did to set up 
the stage in the gym so that all the children could fit 
on it and be seen by their families! We were blessed 
to work with a wonderful staff at preschool this year. 
Our dedicated teachers were Ruth Baas, Janna Kuyven-
hoven, Brenda Harms, Barb Vree, and Lisa Cavanaugh. 
Our fantastic teacher aide was Mary Vos. God provided 
just what we needed through the gifts and the love that 
these ladies shared with the children. We give all the 
glory to God for the opportunity to be involved in His 
Kingdom work at Orland Park Christian Preschool.
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Youth Group Mission Trip Recap

T his year, 17 high school students and five adults 
spent their spring break ministering alongside 

Salvo and Veronica, missionaries with SCORE Inter-
national in San Jose, 
Costa Rica, and the 
surrounding areas.  
Salvo and Veronica 
work with all kinds of 
people in Costa Rica, 
but their heart is with 
the teens. They have 
started a church there 
that is led by Salvo and 
is made up of about 
30 teens. We had the 
privilege of starting 
our time in Costa 
Rica worshipping with 
these youth, and it was 
amazing. We sang praise songs in Spanish and Eng-
lish at the same time, and the experience of hearing 
praises being lifted to God in two languages at once is 

indescribable. After our worship time, we spent some 
time hanging out with their youth group and getting to 
know some of the kids. We had a great time with them.

On Monday, we started 
our day with a trip to 
a local grocery store to 
purchase a week’s worth 
of food for needy fami-
lies. Each student spent 
$20, and that bought 
enough basic supplies to 
feed a family for a week. 
We then went to deliver 
the food. We were so 
surprised to realize that 
many of the impover-
ished families that we 
were bringing the food 
to were the very kids 

that we had spent the previous day worshipping and 
playing with! It was humbling to be able to bless their 
families and to hear their stories. The thing that really 
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-Becky Vande Kamp
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struck us was that even in hardship and tough times, 
in poverty and hunger, they still honored and praised 
God for all of His blessings. It was definitely an eye-
opening experience!

We spent the afternoon on Monday in a very poor 
neighborhood sharing a VBS with the children there. 
As we pulled into the  
neighborhood with 
our bus, kids came 
running out of door-
ways, alleys and small 
homes to greet us. 
We had a great time 
playing games with the 
kids, making crafts, 
and teaching them 
about Christ.

Our next few days 
were spent at a local 
Christian school. We 
did some cleaning and 
repair projects while 
we were there. 
When we ar-
rived, we asked 
the director 
of the school 
this question, 
“If there was 
one thing your 
students would 
want for their 
school, what 
would it be?” 
She answered 
without hesita-
tion, “a soccer 
field.” They 
had the space 
for it, they just did not have the money or manpower 
to get it done. We took on the challenge, and after two 
days of tree removal, digging, moving dirt piles, and 
compacting, we had their soccer field ready for sod. 
The kids were so excited to watch us build their field. 
We also spent time doing a VBS program at the school 
and just playing with the little ones in the daycare.  

The following day, we visited a very unusual orphan-
age. An older couple in their 60s ran the orphanage. 
“Mama” and “Papa” as they were called had over 30 
children living in their home with them. Many of these 
children had physical or emotional issues, and many 
had been abused and taken from their parents. The 
love and joy in this orphanage was evident in all of the 
children’s faces and demeanor. Our day was spent help-

ing with laundry, cook-
ing, cleaning, and play-
ing with the kids. This 
couple truly understands 
hospitality! Mama told 
us many stories of how 
her children had come 
to live with her. It was 
amazing to see how God 
worked in the lives of 
each of those children to 
bring them to this home 
and to restore their lives.

On Friday, we had the 
opportunity 
to spend some 
time enjoying 
the beauty of 
Costa Rica. We 
went ziplin-
ing over the 
mountains. It 
was astounding 
to experience 
the beauty of 
God’s creation 
in this way! It 
was definitely a 
highlight of our 
week!

We are so 
thankful for the prayers and financial support of the 
OPCRC congregation. This trip was life-changing for 
all of us. It was a privilege to be able to serve God in His 
world and to experience His creativity in another cul-
ture and another country. We ask that you continue to 
cover Salvo and Veronica in prayer as they seek support 
to continue the ministry they have begun in Costa Rica.5

‘Youth Group Mission Trip’ Continued from page 4
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Congratulations 
Graduates!

8 t h  G R A D E  G R A D U A T E S

C O L L E G E  G R A D U A T E S

H I G H  S C H O O L  G R A D U A T E S

Johnny Dieck

Jared Garcia

Brady Loerop

Trever Riemersma

Helen Robinson

Haylie Rynberk

Sarah Sartor

Tommy Schaaf

Ella Schipma

Julia Schipma

Delaney Weidenaar

Luke Wlazlo

Samantha Bruinius  
Milligan College

Mike Harms 
Trinity Christian College  
Accounting

Annalee Hoekstra 
Trinity Christian College 
Nursing

Jennie Kamp 
Calvin College 
Social Work

Jaclyn Kiers  
Olivet Nazerene University

Zach Kuipers 
Trinity Christian College 
Sports and Exercise Studies

Shelby Kuipers 
Capella University 
post-masters certification 
Board Certified Behavior Analyst 

Chris Kuyvenhoven 
Trinity Christian College

Ben Slager  
Trinity Christian College

Katie Belstra

Jim Bruinius

Tori DeJager

Abigail Haan

Jake Iwema

Nathan Kamp

Karlee Kuyvenhoven

Emily Neal

Stephanie Reusz

Hannah Sartor

Jill Van Dyk

Alexis Van Ryn

April Van Ryn

Cassidy Vande Kamp

John Vander Wall

Daniel Vos

Peter Vos
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Orland Park Church Family News

Happy Birthday
Bernice Bosma 
87 years 
July 4

Tillie Bulthuis 
86 years 
July 5

Frieda Machamer 
94 years 
July 10

George Schaaf 
84 years 
July 12

Hank Kamp 
83 years 
July 14

Gert Buikema 
87 years 
July 16

Robert Triezenberg 
84 years 
July 22

Grace Kamp 
83 years 
July 24

Annette Hulford 
89 years 
July 29

Thank you to our Orland Park Church 
family for the calls, cards, and prayers at 
this time of loss of Hank’s brother, Bill 
Loerop.  We appreciate the thoughtful-
ness and caring also during his time of 
living with the after effects of his stroke. 
-Hank and Maureen Loerop

We would like to thank the congrega-
tion for the many cards received  for our 
70th wedding anniversary and Pearl’s 
90th birthday.  We are thankful to God 
for his many blessings. 
-Marv and Pearl Vis

Thank you to all the members  for all  
the “get-well” cards and Pastor Dan for 
getting the information on the prayer 
chain and for his visit.  Your many 
prayers for healing were felt during my 
hospital stay. 
-Diane Brouwer

I would like to thank the pastors and 
the congregation for their prayers and 
expressions of sympathy in the passing 
of my mother, Irene Muller.  Even in a 
time of sorrow and loss, as Christians 
we can celebrate the promise of perfect 
restoration.   
-Darla Hoekstra 

We would like to offer our appreciation 
to the congregation for the words of 
encouragement, meals, cards, rides for 
both Cindy and Jen and, above all, your 
prayers on behalf of Cindy and our fam-
ily during her illness and at her passing. 
We would also like to thank Pastor’s 
Dan and Derek as well as our district 
elder for their visits and prayers. We 
have truly been blessed by our Orland 
church family.  
-Rick and Jen Speelman

Thank you to all hikers and donors for 
PASS Hike For Life. You helped pay 
for an ultrasound machine which is so 
helpful for PASS. Your gift is very much 
appreciated.  
-Grace Kamp & Mary Vos 

Thank you! The Southwest Chicago 
Division of Bible League volunteers 
thanks all those who contributed to 
their “God’s Ambassadors With Africa” 
project to enable Project Philip Bible 
studies, Church Planting, and Bible-
based Literacy to waiting believers. 
Please pray with us for the provision of 
God’s Word to a lost and needy world. 
Thank you for serving the under-re-
sourced Church and other partners by 
providing Bibles, biblical resources, and 
training for them to use in their minis-
try of helping people meet Jesus Christ 
-Judy VanderWall

Many elements must align for a minis-
try like the Luke Society to succeed. A 
major part of that is the generosity and 
financial gifts like the one your con-
gregation recently provided. We want 
to thank the people of the Orland Park 
Christian Reformed Church for your 
support, and we ask that you keep our 
ministry in your prayers as we support 
the Spirit’s work of physical and spiritual 
healing in our broken world. 
-The Luke Society

THANK YOU OPCRC!



Orland Park Church Family News

Happy  
 Anniversary
Jim & Judy Alderden 
July 6 
5 years

Joseph & Anna Czelusniak 
July 15 
55 years

Matt & Ali Kamp 
July 28 
5 years

Bill & Gertrude Terborg 
July 30 
56 years

Jimmy & Doris Lin 
July 30 
40 years
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We rejoice with Lukas and Jillian (Kuipers) Otte, who were united in 
marriage on June 16.  

C O N G R A T S !

SYMPATHIES
We express our Christian sympathy to:

Rick Speelman as he mourns the loss of his wife, Cindy Speelman, who 
passed away at the age of 57 on June 11.   

Jessie Alderden 

Jim Boerema 

Phyllis De Vries 

Doris Doorn 

Linda Fissel 

Bob Hofstra 

Dorothy King 

Marty Kuiken 

Clair Laning 

Joe Moks 

Erling Ouwerkerk 

George Schaaf 

Karen Schultz 

Al Siegers 

Art Sluis 

Jonathan Steinfort 

Pearl Vis 

Katie Vree 

Bernie Werkman 

Jacob Wishnew

P R A Y E R  R E Q U E S T S

Please remember these people in prayer who are recovering from recent hospitalizations, who are shut-ins, or who are 
dealing with other health problems. 

To request prayer or give thanks for answered prayers, please send your request by email to prayer@opcrc.org or 
contact the church office at (708) 532-4900.
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JULY 2017
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Coffee & Comfort  
1:00 pm

Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast – 6:30 am

Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast – 6:30 am

Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast – 6:30 am

Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast – 6:30 am

Car Ministry
7:00 pm
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Submissions for the August 2017 
issue of the Outlook are due on 
Sunday, July 16. Please drop 
them off in the office or email 
denise@opcrc.org.

Church Office
Closed

Prayer Time  
7:00 pm

Combined  
Evening Service  
at Palos CRC  
6:00 pm

Prayer Time  
7:00 pm

Prayer Time  
7:00 pm

Mission  
Committee   
4:30 pm

Coffee Time With 
Pastor Derek  
(Victorian Village) 
9:00 am

Youth Group 
Color Adventure 
7:00-9:00 pm

God’s Posse  
Slip-n-Slide  
Kickball   7:00 pm


