December 2017
Dear Friends,

Thanks to your prayers and support, God continues to provide opportunities to grow our Chinese
ministry of sharing the Gospel.

In mid-November, | had an opportunity to interview Al Plantinga (who was awarded the 2017
Templeton Prize) and seven famous contemporary Christian scholars, including Richard Mouw,
Nicholas Wolterstorff, George Marsden, Philip Holtrop, John Cooper, and Emily Brink in Grand
Rapids, MI. | was greatly impressed by their humility, their respect for different views, and their
commitment to the church. In addition, as a group of Christian intellectuals, they are like iron
sharpening iron, and strive to “live together in unity” (Psalm 133). There is much we can learn
from these Christian Intellectuals.

Coming back to Chicago, we committed to making these interviews into eight videos, and get
the contents published in China too. The goal is to introduce the thoughts these great thinkers
and the Reformed theology behind them. | believe that this will positively inspire the Chinese
church especially in such changing times. To me, it is just amazing to realize that although Grand
Rapids is a smaller city, it has extremely rich spiritual resources.

As you may know, the BTGMI Board of Directors decided that the agency will be relocated from
the southern suburbs of Chicago to the headquarters of the CRCNA in Grand Rapids by July

of next year. In light of that decision, these interviews have given me inspiration for the future
development of Chinese ministry. While vigorously developing indigenous ministry in China, we
should also vigorously connect the valuable resources of the American churches to the Chinese
churches. | believe this is the role God wants the Chinese ministry of BTGMI to take.

We realize this move has created big changes and challenges, as many of our co-workers will
not be able to move to Grand Rapids. As for my family and I, we relocated from Los Angeles to
Chicago less than four years ago, and now we will relocate again. Please remember us in your
prayers. May God bless the staff who are affected, leading them to what God has planned for

them next. May God give us the faith of Abraham, a faith
that will surely grow with the years we serve him.

The 2017 Chinese Annual Ministry Report follows this letter.
It will give you a clearer picture of how God has blessed the
Chinese ministry. Thank you for your faithful support.

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!

Pastor Jerry An, BTGMI Chinese ministry leader
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Without a doubt, the Reformation has greatly inspired today's
Christian media ministry. Think about how the Reformers used
“new” technology and multimedia, such as ballads and woodcuts,
the contextualization in their language and daily lives. These tools
not only brought about the reformation and renewal of Christianity,
but also directly promoted the progress of western civilization and
social transformation. In today's new media era, this is exactly what
Christian media and Chinese churches are enthusiastically look-
ing forward to as we follow the Reformers' example. In this ministry
report, | would like to share with you the efforts we have made on
the development of New Media ministry, which gives witness to the
great things God has done through us.
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(FEANMBERAFIETHIE Picture: Interviewing Professor Richard Mouw in November) 'Z
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- A Post That Led to a Reformation: We
produced a 5-minute motion graphics video;
light-hearted and humorous. We now have
Mandarin, Cantonese, English, and Spanish
versions. Viewership is more than 200,000
now and contiunes to grow.
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- Heritage and Reflection: A production of a
20-minute interview with Chinese pastors,
scholars, and leaders who share their re-
flection on the Reformation and how it could
make an impact on today's Chinese church.
Spoken in Mandarin, with Chinese and En-
glish captions.
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- In April, we hosted a publishing and communication sympo-
sium in Grand Rapids, MI. More than 20 pastors, scholars, and
publishers participated. Attendees came from Mainland China,
Taiwan, and North America.

- In November, we attended a mission conference hosted in
Bangkok, Thailand with 500 participants. We also produced an
in—depth newscast through our new media platform.
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- In August, Pastor An at-
tended the "Mission China
2030" Youth Conference
in Chingmai, Thailand. He
was invited to give two
workshops. About 1,000
young leaders from all
parts of China attended.
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- In March, we hosted the 5th Word Symposium in Taiwan.
About 300 media missionaries from Taiwan, mainland China,
Hong Kong, and North America attended. After the event, we re-
leased a booklet titled Strategies and Guidelines for Christian
Media Ministry in a New Media Era.
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- In June, we organized a tour of about 40 church leaders to
Life.Church of Oklahoma City, OK. After the event, we published
a case-study book named Being Church, Being Media, provid-

ing powerful references to church development.

- In September, we released a big data research report titled A
Media Impact Study on Wechat Christian Contents in 2017,
providing accurate and in—depth data and direction for the New
Media mission.

- We are in process of creating a video project, Internet Mis—
sion Curriculum, which consists of twelve topics. It is scheduled
to be finished by the end of 2017 and will be promoted to Chinese
churches and seminaries.




MINISTRY CONTINUES TO GROW AND REFINE < ET RELERE

wxbible

- BRIREEE TS REE, MENER  BREGER B2 BEXNER
B EENERT0EE %EM:. EEEMEERREME  TEHED -

IEE TSREE) INE X S EE KESHESERER /2R
RIS NRERSS -

- We launched a WeChat mini program
called Bible for Today : an organic plat-
form for our three major productions: Be
Thou My Rhythm, Chinese Today devo-
tional, and an online Bible. The goal is to
nurture the spiritual growth of Christians.

- We selected articles from Be Thou

My Rhythm and made an audio version,
which was the forefront of our Chinese
ministry in the past. We hope to resume
this to provide a multimedia service to our
audience.
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- We produced 3 interview videos and 2 music
videos for compelling testimonies of a blind young
woman. The goal is to inspire young people to
embrace a new life in Christ. The videos were re-
leased during Thanksgiving.




MINISTRY CONTINUES TO GROW AND REFINE < ETREERE

VB FRAER TR IRIEEXR  FEE  BESFt
UEREEHBRRKRR  MEEBEGETENE « 50
DF o IREHRIBLARABRI S FIRET IS AR AL EE 1D

- In November, we finished a series of in—-
terviews with seven renowned contemporary
Christian thinkers such as Alvin Plantinga,
Nicholas Wolterstorff, Richard Mouw, and
Geroge Marsden, etc. The goal is to share
their perspectives with Chinese churches
and leaders. The videos will be finished and
published by 2018.
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SPECIAL PRAYER REQUESTS FOR

NEW OUTREACH EFFORTS

- The Reason For | : A collection of 40 testimonies from
young Christians. The goal is to share the Gospel with
Chinese young people. We boldly explore the possibil-

ity of publishing this book in China. Please pray for this
outreach.
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- Be Thou My Wisdom: a yearly collection of selected con-
tents of the Today devotional in Chinese. The goal is to com-—
memorate the 30th anniversary of our Chinese Today Minis—
try. Newly published. You are welcome to request a copy.




